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TOWNSHIP SERVICE AREAS FOR CHESTER COUNTY
LIBRARY AND HENRIETTA HANKIN BRANCH

The mission of the Chester County and

Henrietta Hankin Branch Libraries is
SCERY g , to provide informational, educational,
¢ Srmpan v TN ' o D) and cultural services to the residents

 omeyroming [ we " Lo w_H of Chester County so that they may
~ be lifelong learners.
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A MESSAGE FROM THE
LEADERSHIP TEAM

We are very happy to present the 2024 Impact Report for the Chester County Library and Henrietta Hankin
Branch. We are proud to serve the residents of Chester County and continue to provide new services and

resources.

We welcomed Carey Bresler as the new Henrietta Hankin Branch Manager in October 2024. Carey came to us
from the Oxford Library where she was the director for 12 years. Carey jumped right in and has started making
connections with the Henrietta Hankin Branch community.

READ

The Henrietta Hankin Branch was one of 10

libraries that were the recipients of decodable books
and training as a result of a grant sponsored by
Senator Katie Muth. A decodable book is a text that
helps new readers practice a specific skill that they
have been taught. Decodable books follow a
sequence that builds on each skill that is learned.
Readers practice one skill, then learn the next.

Chester County Library provided training and
selection support for this grant. Both libraries

have growing decodable book collections which
provide another resource to support our earliest
users in their path to literacy. We were proud to work
with Senator Muth and look forward to continuing to
partner with local legislators in our shared mission of
supporting lifelong learning.

CONNECT

We were able to expand our Next Chapter Book Club
in 2024. The Next Chapter Book Club is a community-
based program that welcomes adolescents and adults
with Down Syndrome, autism, cerebral palsy, and other
types of intellectual and developmental disabilities to
discuss books in a public area of the library. The
primary focus of this program is on having fun with
friends in a public place on a regular basis. We now
offer 3-weekly sessions (including one virtual) at the
Henrietta Hankin Branch.

In 2024, we engaged with local authors and artisans
with our Read Local and Holiday Craft Show Events.
Read Local, held in May, showcased 33 Chester County
and Pennsylvania authors and allowed the authors to
talk about their books with library customers.

The Holiday Craft Show was held for the 13th time and
included 50 vendors with tables throughout the library.
Both events demonstrate our ability to connect local
talent with our users to strengthen community.

DISCOVER

We continue to offer our popular museum pass
program which allows families to visit local museums
for free. We have over thirty passes available for check-
out between both libraries.

We offered 2,373 programs at both libraries. These
programs allow our customers free business,
educational, and cultural learning opportunities.

Thank you to all of our community, volunteers,
partners, and supporters. Both Libraries rely on your
support and patronage, and we appreciate all of you.
We are excited to continue serving our community and
meeting our mission to provide informational,
educational, and cultural services to the residents of
Chester County. We look forward to seeing you at the
Libraries.

JENNA PERSICK & CAREY BRESLER
LIBRARY DIRECTOR & BRANCH MANAGER



“l come to the library weekly and would be lost without it! | am a Pre-K teacher
and use the online reservation system to order approximately 15-20 books
from the libraries in our area. The librarians are always so helpful when | have
a question or need a recommendation. Our teenage daughter also uses the
library for ebooks and at times attends activities in the summer. As a family,
we have taken advantage of the museum passes and have explored places
of interest that we wouldn’t have otherwise without the savings. Thank you
for all that you do!” ~ Library Patron

Items Circulated Library Visits  The first Chester County Library Read Local! :
1 160 4 54 Author Showcase was a great success, featuring MRS
? ? 4197 171 local authors and illustrators across genres for 1;;@};‘“‘“
all ages. Attendees enjoyed meeting authors Skroll
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y signed books. We thank everyone who
497’318 participated and look forward to making this
Total items in an annual Chester County Library event.

Collection

436,550



. In 2024, the “Books for All Readers”
| Workshop, hosted by State Senator
" Katie Muth and Henrietta Hankin
Branch Library, shared the science
of reading and strategies to sup-
port early and struggling readers.
Funded by a $125,000 American
Rescue Plan Act grant announced
by Senator Muth in 2022, the
initiative established decodable
book collections in every public
library in Senate District 44 and
provided training for librarians and
community members.

@ chescolibrary
Q Exton, PA

On September 8, 2024, Chester County Library hosted its
annual Library Card Sign-Up Fest, drawing families for

an afternoon of free, community-focused fun. Highlights
included a special story time with Senator Carolyn Comitta
and a visit from Miss Pennsylvania's Teen, Arianna Spurlin.
Guests enjoyed outdoor activities, entertainment, and the
opportunity to give back through a book drive benefiting
local youth charities. The event transformed the

library’'s parking lot into a lively festival space.

In 2024, the beloved Tail Waggin’
Tutors program returned to the
‘ : Henrietta Hankin Branch, giving inde-
) S1 pendent readers a fun and support-
ive way to practice their skills — by
reading to a certified therapy dog.
Children enjoyed sharing their favor-
ite books in the cozy privacy of the
Youth Services Story Corner, where
our canine friends proved, once again, to
be the very best listeners.

L for a child's

round the P ark

Installed in 2017, the Chester County Library’s StoryWalk® in Exton Park features
20 reading stations along a ¥2-mile path, encouraging kids to combine reading
with outdoor activity. Updated twice yearly, the project is funded by the Chester
County Library Trust with support from the Pearl Foundation and was installed by
Voya Financial volunteers in partnership with County departments.



“l absolutely love the library--being able to place items on hold,
the book selections etc....I've always felt so grateful to have such
an amazing library system in my community. | have family
members who feel the same way--believe it or not, the CCLS
comes up quite often when we all get together--we are amazed
that we have access to so many things!!” ~ Library Patron

Patron Visits eNewsletter Since 2019, the Henrietta Hankin Branch Library’s Next
in 2024 Subscribers Chapter Book Club has offered a welcoming space for
0 adolescents and adults with intellectual and
11'37 A’ 22’289 developmental disabilities to connect through shared
. . reading and conversation. Facilitated by trained staff
Website Visits Social Media and volunteers, the club meets weekly—both
Followers 5 .
201 295 virtually and in person—and supports readers of all
/ 35, 182 levels. Focused on friendship, fun, and lifelong

learning, the program reflects the library’s

Public Internet commitment to accessibility and inclusive

Users

21.312 community engagement.
y



In 2024, Chester County Library
hosted a lively series of K-Pop and
K-Drama events that drew
enthusiastic participation—
especially among teens. From
themed trivia nights to Year of the
Snake celebrations with crafts,
boba, and cup sleeve giveaways,
each program blended pop cul-
ture, creativity, and community.
Welcoming both longtime fans
and curious newcomers, these
events fostered connection and
cultural appreciation, setting the
stage for even more teen-centered
programming ahead.

In 2024, the Henrietta Hankin
Branch Library launched two new
ways to connect and play. Our
Scrabble Club began on

December 5, welcoming adult word
lovers every Thursday from 12-2 pm
for friendly games and
conversation—no registration
needed. We also introduced a
board game lending collection,
perfect for family nights, with
popular titles like Catan, Qwirkle,
Ticket to Ride, and
Taco Cat Goat Cheese
Pizza available for two-
week checkouts.

Murder at the Speakeasy whisked
mystery lovers back to the Roaring
20s for a night of intrigue at Albert
C. Miller Park. Guests arrived in Jazz
Age attire, teamed up to solve a
thrilling whodunit, and enjoyed
dramatic “death scenes,” clever
sleuthing, and standout costumes.
With free refreshments and a
lively crowd, the evening was a
killer-good time. Thanks to every-
one who made it unforgettable!

‘,‘“‘ On June 1, our Tie-Dye Pride Party brought color and connection to Albert C. Miller

| Park, featuring custom t-shirts and a visit from Free Mom Hugs — Philadelphia
Area, advocates for LGBTQIA+ equality. Hosted by the XYZ Committee, the event
highlighted the library's free resources and vibrant programming for Generations
X,Y,and Z.
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On April 8, Chester County Library
co-hosted a solar eclipse event at
Hibernia County Park with local
partners including Chester County
Parks & Preservation, the Chester
County Astronomical Society and
Timmy Telescope. Attendees
explored eclipse science through
hands-on activities, contributed
data to NASA's GLOBE Observer
programs, and enjoyed guided
yoga sessions celebrating the sun
and moon.

On August 11, Chester County
Library in Exton hosted the first
annual CCLS Teen Photo Contest:
Picture Your Adventure Reception,
celebrating the creativity of young
photographers across Chester
County. This open house-style re-
ception welcomed all ages to view
submissions across two
categories—Traditional and
Anything Goes. The event high-
lighted teen talent and encouraged
community support for
artistic expression.

Chester County Library and
Henrietta Hankin Branch launched a
new monthly virtual author talk se-
ries in April 2024 in partnership with
the Library Speakers Consortium,
featuring bestselling and award-
winning authors from around the
world. Covering a wide range of
fiction and nonfiction genres,
these free programs—generously
funded by the Chester County
Library Trust—are held two to
three times a month and include
live Q&A opportunities. Recordings and
registration details are available at libraryc.org/ccls.

The Time Travel Club at Henrietta Hankin Library continues to spark imagination
and curiosity in children ages 7-10. Recent adventures have taken participants to
the Stone Age, Ancient Rome, Scotland, Victorian England, and beyond—each
journey filled with hands-on crafts, STEM exploration, and cooperative activities.



VOLUNTEE

Active Volunteers Library Volunteer Hours Served

152 11,198

Our volunteers serve as one-on-one computer tutors;

3 6 present classes on computer knowledge, solar energy, and
alternatives to cable TV; and facilitate social programs such

as our weekly Mahjongg games and youth Chess Club. We

also have bilingual volunteers and drop-in student and teen

volunteers who help on a temporary basis.

Teen Volunteers
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When you shop the Friends of Chester County Library book _ :
sales, your purchases fund vital resources and programs for o
the library. In 2024, the Friends supported staff development, N CHESTER COUNTY LIBRARY
facility updates, youth services, technology and Makerspace :
equipment, and a variety of community programs—from -
Lunar New Year and K-Pop Trivia to artist residencies and 3 — O il :
gardening initiatives. : ' s
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The Friends of the Henrietta Hankin Branch Library support vital programming
services through their table sales, including summer and winter reading program
‘\ \TEM activities, craft Kkits, staff education, and more.

FRIENDS

Net Proceeds - Friends of Chester County Total Friends of Chester County
Library’s Spring Booksale Library’s support including

$29,700 _ memberships, tributes/

memorials, donated lobby books,

. and lobby box donations
Net Proceeds - Friends of Chester County

Library’s Fall Booksale $80,800
$26,000




The Chester County Library Trust, a 501(c)(3), supports the Chester
County Library, its Henrietta Hankin Branch, and District Center
services by funding collections, services, and capital needs beyond
the operating budget.

We are grateful to the donors, corporations, and foundations whose
TO T H E T R U ST 2024 contributions—including annual gifts, memorials, grants,

matching funds, bequests, endowment support, and in-kind
donations—helped sustain the Trust. For more information on giving options, visit:
https://secure.qgiv.com/for/2026annualappeal.

2024 TRUST DONORS
John & Patricia Adams
Anne Andersen

Julie Andraca

Neil & Marjorie Appleton
Scott Armstrong

Julie Arthur

Alexander Avenirov

Lynne Basilio

Michelle Bebee

Theresa Becker

Michael & Ann Bell

Pamela Bennett

Joe & Marcy Bergin

Linda Betz

Marie Binkowski

Kaitlin Bitting

Emily Bless

Joseph Bolton

Barbara Ann Bonini
Kathleen Boyd

John F. Braceland

William & Patrice Brady
Brandywine Reporting, Inc.
Bristol-Myers Squibb Foundation
A. Michael Broennle

Peter T. Brower

Deborah Broyles

Matthew Brutosky

Laura Dallas Burford
Martin Burkhart

Donna Carr

Mark & Joanne Carroll
Natalie Carter

Monica Cassidy

Ralph Celidonio

Kathleen Cetola

Linda Cherashore

Chester County Community Foundation
Raymond & Joanne Chevallier

Arthur Christensen

Christopher Clair

Lisa Clark

John Coine

William & Brooke Coleman
Sean & Karen Connell
William F. Connor
Thomas & Susan Covatta
Pixie Craig

Stephanie Crestani

David J. Dages

Gerald Davis

Barbara DeCarlo

Mark Decker

Brett & Geraldine Deemer
Jim & Janet DeMarr

Alex M. DeMers

Joseph Demkin

H. Thomas Densmore
Catherine DiJohn

Patricia D'innocenzo
Julie DiVittorio

William & Noreen Donoghue
Claire Dukes

Joseph Eagle

Robert & Elizabeth Ekberg
Janet Elsenhans

Gwen Engler

Joseph W. Evans

John Madarasz Family
Roberta Farrell

Susanne Ferro

David & Julie Finnegan
Irene Finnegan

First Resource Bank
Valerie Fischer

Susan Flagg

Maureen Fogerty

Joan Fredricks

Alice Friedrich

Susan E. Fullerton

James Fulton

Mary Ann Furin

Benjamin Gallagher

Nora Gammon

Stephen & Judith Gardiner
Reuben Garrett

Charles A. Gates

Dorothy Gaul

Doug & Jean Gessl

Karen Gibson

Charles Gilmartin

Marilyn Gilpin

Mark Ginzburg

Sara Gledhill

Matthew Goller

Karen & David Gorgonzola
Sara Gray

Dina Gribbin

Sarah Hackman

Richard V. Haeberle

Amy Haines

Carol Halfin

Robert & Theresa Hammett
Theresa & Edward Hammond
Richard Hankin

Navjot Hanspal

Glen Harman

Karen Heart

Dorothy Heinz

Judith P. Helker

Josh Herman

Leslie Herr

Tom & Sandy Huff

Scott Hums

Janney Montgomery Scott, West Chester
Mary Ann Jernegan
Johnson & Johnson Foundation
Don & lvy Jost

Don & Claudia Joye

Leila Jury

Cathy Kahl

Michael & Jane Kallay



Walter Kibbe

Christine & Jeffrey Kinkead

Michael Klagholz

Bruce Klee

William Kramer

Susan Kreno Paul & Mary Kretschmar
Sue Kucharik

Gregory & Lydia Kuzmenchuk
Barbara Lade

Kristen LaDow

Robert Lakatos

Susan Landis

Allen H. Lankin

Richard & Pat Lash
Susan Laurence
Carolyn Leitch

Lori LePard

Carolyn Lese

Raymond & Victoria Letulle
Barbara Lin

Regina Litman

James Lombardi

Julie Luckraft & Jeffrey Penneys
Jon & Stephanie Lukens
Dorothy Lynn

M&T Bank

Janice Mancuso

Don & Susan Manuel
Joseph Marchese
Phyllis Marcus

Richard Marquard
Theresa Marran

Cheryl Martin

Joshua Mateyk

Erin Matthews

William McCahan Jr.
Stephen McDermott
Joanne McDonald
Lynette McGrath
Deborah S. McKechnie
Mike McKenna

Vincent & Pamela McKillips
Jeff MclLaughlin

Robert & Ellen McMillen
Susan McNamara
Susan Mehaffey
William & Sarah Miles
Donna Mill

Amy Miller

Bruce Miller

Hydie Miller

Mary C. Milns
Vincent Montesano
Ed Mooney

Denise Moore
Jennifer Moguin
Colleen F. Murray
Thomas & Ann Murray
Norine A. Nai

Alan & Rosemary Neary
Leslie W. Neff

Frank Nehilla
Thomas Neiss

Glenn & Gale Nester
Tara Noles

Renay Oberholtzer
Irene Oleksiw

Carol Olsavicky
Cheryl Ott

Barbara M. Otto

Kim Owen

Karen Owens

Gina Palmer
Subhaga Pathak

The Pearl Foundation
Jenna Persick
William & Sue Phifer
Teresa Pierce

Jane Piersol

Patricia Podziomek
Robert A. Portnoy
Sridhar Rabindran
Robert Rakitis

Ashby Rice

Nicole Richards
Harry Ridgway

Eloise Robbins

Jay Rosenthal
Barbara Rostick
Oscar & Kristine Schilling
Carl Schmidt

Ann Marie Schreiber
Derek & Sherri Schultz
Sharon Schultz

Anne Schumann
Schwab Charitable
Melissa Scrimo
Thomas Sebastian
Christpoher J. Seitzer
Hyung Seog

Pamela Seres

David & Sabine Shaman
Kenneth & Theresa Shauger
Joseph & Ella Sherwood
Susan L. Silverstein
Michael Skay

Alice Smith

Maureen Smith

Peter Smith

Molly Smyrl

Spark Therapeutics

Rita Spishock

Susan Springsteen
Amanda Starr

John & Nichelle Stitt
Timothy Sweet

Patricia Sylvester
Michael Szupper

Ronald & Nancy Thoman
Jerome & Camille Thorne
Sandra Thorpe

Nancy Van Ness

Melanie Vicker

Bart Vince & Dawn Hayward
Jane Vyverberg

Eric Wagner

William & Gail Wallis
Marian Walsh

Bradley Warfel

Greg Warner & Jean Marrinam
Dorothy R. Warren
Katherine Warren
Merian Waters

Timothy & Katharine Weber
Natalie Weinmann
Adam Werner

Lois Wesson

Richard Whiting
Deborah Willard

Alison S. Wood

Steve Woodward

Gail Wygant

Catherine Zahiri

John Zeis

Eleanor Ziegler

Susanna C. Zook
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Fines, Charges &

Donations and grants
& Overdues
\ ‘ Miscellaneous
Federal Grants

State aid

REVENUES 2024

County

REVENUES

County $6,736,558 (76.7%)
State Aid $1,471,499 (16.8%)
Federal Grants $23,408 (<1%)

Township Appropriations $27,422 (<1%)
Fines, Charges & Overdues | $178,922 (2%)

Donations & Grants $280,557 (3.2%)
Miscellaneous $61,534 (<1%)
TOTAL $ 8,779,900

Other operating

Library materials

EXPENDITURES 2024

EXPEDITURES

Personnel $ 6,098,073 (69.7%)
Library Materials $1,321,485 (15.1%)
Other Operating $1,181,915 (13.5%)
Capital Outlay $ 143,236 (1.6%)
TOTAL $ 8,744,709




Chester County Commissioners
Josh Maxwell
Marian Moskowitz

Eric Roe

CHESTER COUNTY LIBRARY &
HENRIETTA HANKIN BRANCH

Jenna Persick, Director
Carey Bresler, Branch Manager
Joseph Sherwood, Chester County Library System Executive Director

Board of Trustees

Michael Skay, President

Richard Hankin, Vice President
William F. Connor, Treasurer
Emily Bless, Secretary

Staci Anderson, Member at Large
Andy Dinniman, Member at Large

Chester County Library
450 Exton Square Parkway
Exton, PA 19341
610-344-5600

Henrietta Hankin Branch
215 Windgate Drive
Chester Springs, PA 19425
610-344-5604

www.chescolibraries.org
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